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Abstract

In previous researches has been less studied as well as in the field of sports
industry, the relationship between the performance of sports business with
entrepreneurial marketing and the use of information technology and there is a
serious study gap in this field; Therefore, it seems that conducting this research
and similar studies can be useful in filling this research gap and providing
sufficient empirical evidence; Therefore, by examining the studies and models
presented in previous research on the emerging category of "entrepreneurial
marketing™ in the field of sports, in this study, an attempt was made to provide a
new model for sports and manufacturers of sports products. With regard to the
lack of studies on the use of information technology for market development in
the sports industry, in this study, the direct and indirect effects of entrepreneurial
marketing on financial performance were investigated. Undoubtedly, due to the
increasing competition between manufacturers of sports equipment and
products, the results of the research can provide useful information for starting
or developing related businesses. This study seeks to answer the question of
what is the model of the effect of entrepreneurial marketing on the financial
performance of sports products manufacturers mediated by information
technology in the Iranian sports industry? This study was applied in terms of
purpose and it was correlational in terms of research method. The statistical
population of this study was unknown and included producers of sports
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products, including goods, equipment and facilities of sports facilities located in
all provinces. In order to sample, was used the formula 5Q<n<15Q (n means the
number of samples and Q means the number of items). At least 320
manufacturers of sports products were considered. Finally, 292 questionnaires
were received from manufacturers of sports products in the country. Standard
electronic and physical questionnaires were used to collect data. Morris (2002)
questionnaire with 21 items and seven components including: innovation,
foresight, value creation, customer multiplication, resource utilization,
opportunism and risk-taking was used to examine entrepreneurial marketing.
Azizi (2011) questionnaire with 21 items and three components including: value
management, risk control and cost control was used to measure financial
performance. The Noo (1999) standard questionnaire with 22 items was also
used to measure the information technology variable. The face and content
validity of the questionnaires were assessed by 12 professors of sports
management. Then, the content validity ratio was calculated using the Lavche
formula, the value of which was calculated (0.74) and was approved according
to the response of 10 participants. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to
determine the reliability of the questionnaires. The reliability of the
Entrepreneurial Marketing Questionnaire was 0.85, the Financial Performance
Questionnaire was 0.87 and the Information Technology Questionnaire was
0.86, and due to the fact that the alpha value obtained was higher than 0.7, the
reliability of the questionnaires was confirmed. To ensure the normal
distribution of data, the elongation and skewness test was used and to analyze
the data, the structural equation method was used using SPSS and Amos
software version 24. An acceptable level of significance was also considered for
confirming or rejecting the hypotheses P <0.05. The results of demographic data
showed that all manufacturers of sports products (292 people, equivalent to
100%) are men and more than 60% of them (175 people) are between 30 and 50
years old. Also, 35% of them (102 people) had a history of 5 to 10 years and
65% (190) had a history of more than 10 years. More than 50% of producers
(146 people) had a diploma and less. Then, the construct validity of the
guestionnaires was evaluated using confirmatory factor analysis (first stage and
second stage) and the relevant factor loadings were calculated. Due to the
software output, all factor loads of the research variables were more than 0.5, so
the items and dimensions of the questionnaires had the necessary validity. The
study of the critical ratio and the significance coefficient of each variable also
showed the significance of the path coefficients of the observed variables and
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the hidden variables. The results showed that the fit indices of the final model
include chi-square index (xx = 49.93), good fit index (GFI = 0.971), adaptive
goodness index (AGFI = 0.955), and comparative fit index (CFI = 0.998) and the
root mean square of the approximation error (RMSEA = 0.025) indicate a good
fit of the model. Therefore, the final model has a good fit. The results of path
analysis showed that all direct and indirect paths related to the dimensions of
entrepreneurial marketing (innovation, forecasting, value creation, customer
multiplicity, resource utilization, opportunism and risk-taking) with financial
performance have a direct and significant effect. Also, the research findings
regarding the structural model of the research indicated that based on the values
of fit indices, the overall structure of the research model was approved.
According to the research results, there is a significant relationship between the
risk-taking of sports products manufacturers and their financial performance.
Therefore, in today's world, manufacturers of sports products must also act with
prudence and risk, in the sense that they accept and bear the risk of failure, and
ultimately hunt for opportunities (opportunism). The results of the analysis
performed in the present study showed that the forecast of sports product
manufacturers has an effect on their financial performance. Accordingly,
manufacturers measure market conditions with reflection and foresight and try to
move in the right direction so as not to be challenged or at least less involved.
The use of up-to-date information technologies can also reduce the risk for
manufacturers. New technologies, such as new devices, cause the production of
products that customers are more willing to buy, and also some management
software that are among the technologies that allow the proper and easy control
of various management, production and control processes. Manufacturers put in
and can do their business with less risk. According to the results of research on
the effect of customer variables on financial performance, it is suggested that
manufacturers of sports products to emphasize customer orientation and close
communication with them in order to maximize the impact of entrepreneurial
marketing on financial performance and achieve better performance. Use new
ideas to gain a competitive advantage and take the lead in applying innovative
methods derived from customer feedback, to market products, in order to
strengthen their entrepreneurial marketing strategies.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Information technology, Risk-taking, Marketing,
Cost control.
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